inste4d of normal saline and the use of ointments in impetigo when lotions are obviously more effective in restoring the dry surface which does not then support infection.
American textbooks are deservingly widely read in this country for the good qualities that this book exemplifies but more of our works merit reciprocal consideration. A case in point is the long-standing confusion still existing in the U.S.A. between sclerema neonatorum and adiponecrosis subcutanea neonatorum which might then have been resolved.
Good books upon pediatric dermatology are so few that this second edition under review is welcome and its popularity is likely to be limited only by its relatively high cost which is about twice that of a British book of similar size. Disease and Injury edited by Leopold Brahdy MD pp xviii +482 illustrated £5
Philadelphia & Montreal: Lippincout
London: Pitman 1961 This is a really fascinating book giving some evaluation, as it does, of the part that injury may play in initiating, precipitating or accelerating disease. The possible role played by trauma is considered in respect of mental disease, diabetes, heart disease, peripheral vascular disease, pulmonary disease, gastro-intestinal disease, genitourinary disease, obstetrics and gynmcology, neoplasms, disease of the nervous system, diseases of bone, diseases ofjoints and diseases of the thyroid gland. Twenty-five hand-pickedcontributorscover these various fields. Radiant energy and certain occupational hazards are also considered.
This field has always been a difficult one but the general rules to be followed in ascribing disease to antecedent injury, Holland's criteria in respect. of hernia for example, are well presented and the peculiar difficulties attaching to certain special cases such as melanoma and miscarriage are clearly laid out.
The book is entertaining to read as literature and as an intellectual exercise, but it will be of immense value to doctors who give expert evidence in -the courts of law in respect of the diseases that may follow trauma.
Diagnostic Cytology and its Histopathological Bases by Leopold K Koss MD and Grace R Durfee BS pp xiii+380 illustrated £6
London: Pitman 1961
This volume coming from the Memorial Hospital in New York where so much pioneer work-has been done in the field of cytological research must of necessity command attention. It would appear to be the most comprehensive work yet produced on diagnostic cytology. The authors state that its purpose is to outline and to explain the principles of diagnostic cytology for the use of practising pathologists and others who may be interested. The book is divided into two parts:
(1) General cytologyof particular interest to technicians. (2) Special diagnostic cytology of organs. The section devoted to the female genital tract and more especially to the premalignant conditions of the cervix about which there is considerable discussion at the present time is admirable. This subject, so important from the patient's point of view, has been treated in detail and well illustrated. The remaining sections deal with cytological diagnosis in other organs and tissues of the body, and although in some cases much less cytology has been practised there are few omissions. The practice of illustrating the cytological and histological findings in any particular case side by side is to be commended and stresses the interdependence of both methods of diagnosis. The illustrations, with few exceptions, are good. Sections are also devoted to practical aspects of this subject including the aspiration biopsy and smear and the cytological techniques commonly employed. This book would appear to have fulfilled its purpose and is well worth recommendation.
The Parathyroids
Proceedings of a Symposium on Advances in Parathyroid Research held at the Rice Institute, Houston, Texas edited by Roy 0 Greep PhD and Roy V Talmage PhD pp xvii+473 illustrated 98s Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1961 This symposium was attended by a galaxy of American scientists interested in the subject of the parathyroid gland. The papers discussed and quoted in this book deal very thoroughly with the recent rapid developments following the preparation of pure hormone. There are articles on the chemistry of the hormone, its physiology, biochemical effects and its effect on bone and kidney. There are very critical reviews of some of the attempts that have been m-ade to assess parathyroid activity, especially on the basis of renal phosphate handling. Readers, however, will find there is no easy answer to the problem of how to make a reliable medical diagnosis of primary hyperparathyroidism in patients in whom the total plasma calcium level is in the high normal range. The book is a little thin on the clinical side, no doubt because there is so little new to say in this direction. It will remain for a long time the most authoritative and up-to-date review of the parathyroid gland and its abnormalities.
